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4. East Slope Character Area

Boundaries

From York Street at the north to the Klondike Highway; from Sixth Avenue (exact

boundary varies) east up the slope beyond Eighth Avenue, to include the Old Dome
Road (Mary McLeod Road), the surveyed Ninth Avenue, and the Cemeteries.

East
Significance lope

This was, and remains, the principal residential district of Dawson. A feature of the
southern portion of 8" Avenue is ‘Writers Row’, which comprises the residences of
Robert Service, Jack London, and Pierre Berton. The first two are open to the public, operated by Parks
Canada and the Klondike Visitors Association respectively; the Berton House is occupied by a writer-in-
residence. Also includes Dawson’s cemeteries: The Yukon Order of Pioneers cemetery on Eighth Avenue and

the group of cemeteries a distance up the Old Dome Road (Mary McLeod Road).

This well-maintained house on 7" Avenue is a survivor from This row of houses built by the Yukon government and other
the Gold Rush era. (Photo: H. Kalman) recent buildings on 7™ Avenue suggest the variety of house-types
in the East Slope Character Area. (Photo: H. Kalman)

Character-defining elements

Topography
* Slopes up to the east, gently at first and steeply above Seventh Avenue; relatively level north to
south.

Views

* Views westward from most streets over the metal roofs of downtown buildings to the Top of the
World, with some good views of the Yukon River; excellent view of the Top of the World.

*  Views northward from most streets to the Slide.
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5. North End Character Area

Boundaries

N
The North End Character Area comprises the land north of York Street to the end E%@ Y

of development up the north slope; and between Front Street (north of Albert Street)
and the lane between Second and Third Avenues (between Albert and York Streets),
eastward to the end of development up the east slope. The townsite gridiron street
pattern is maintained north to Albert Street, but beyond Albert the plan deviates from
the gridiron.

The North End includes a block of settlement land, over which the Tr’'ondék Hwéch’in
has self-government jurisdiction. Other portions of the North End include land that is owned by the Tr'ondék
Hwéch'in and by the Yukon Government, but which is within the jurisdiction of the City of Dawson.

An early log cabin survives in the brush in the North End. A day care centre built by the Trondék Hwéch'in on Second
(Photo: H. Kalman) Avenue is one of a number of new buildings in the North
End. (Photo: H. Kalman)

Significance

This area was a secondary residential district in Gold Rush days, developed in a more transient manner than
the East Slope. It has significance today for being the urban portion of the settlement lands governed by the
Tr'ondék Hwéch'in. Both Aboriginal and non-aboriginal residents have lived here for many years. The oldest
cemetery in Dawson is located on 3™ Avenue.

Character-defining elements

Topography
* Slopes upwards to both the east and the north.

Views

* Fine views in all directions from most streets, particularly as one ascends the hill. Dominated by
the views of the Moosehide Slide to the north and the Yukon River to the west.

COMMONWEALTH HISTORIC RESOURCE MANAGEMENT LIMITED



Dawson City HERITAGE MANAGEMENT PrAN 31

The Klondike Valley Character Area is dominated by the tailings from the many dredges that worked the creek beds.
(Photo: Google Earth)

Canadian Klondike Mining Company Dredge No. 4 at work. Three wannabe prospectors survey Bonanza Creek at
(From David Neufeld and Patrick Habiluk, Make It Pay!) Discovery Claim National Historic Site.
(Photo: H. Kalman)

Significance

This area along and south of the Klondike River contained the primary gold fields during the Gold Rush
(Bonanza Creek, Eldurado Creek, and Hunker Creek) and during the era of extraction by the Yukon

Consolidated Gold Company and its predecessor companies. It contains two national historic sites: Dredge
No. 4 NHS and Discovery Claim NHS.

Character-defining elements

Topography
* The character is defined by the Klondike River flowing through a flat-bottom valley with steeply
rising forested hills, shaped by descending creeks at either side

Views

* Views along the river bottom are extensive in all directions. Those from the hillsides and the creeks
are restricted by trees.
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Buildings, Structures, and Artifacts

* The area is strewn with buildings, structures, and artifacts relating to gold extraction, some of them
in use, others abandoned.

* The Bear Creek complex (owned and operated by Parks Canada) is situated within this character
area; it contains numerous structures that were formerly used by the Canadian Klondike Company
and later the Yukon Consolidated Gold Company. Most are utilitarian wood structures.

Landscape Features
* The extensive modification of the natural landscape caused by mining activity is seen primarily in

the extraordinary serpentine tailings that snake across the river valley and the numerous ponds

* Rising above the river valley, the landscape is generally treed, with cleared swatches that mark past
or current extraction.

* The Yukon Ditch Klondike Syphon, which brought water to Binanza Creek from the Tombsite
Range, 70 km to the north. It appears as a scar on the hillside.
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